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This article presents the study of lexis in Christmas speeches of Queen Elizabeth II through

corpus analysis by way of Voyant Tools software which, allows for multilevel text analysis,

including such tools as word frequency analysis, collocation analysis, and the creation of word
clouds and their trends, the study reveals the evolution of the monarch's rhetoric. The purpose
of this paper is to study the lexical features and the frequency of use of certain words during
the period from 1952 to 2021. The analysis shows that the most frequently used words in the
speeches are christmas, people, year and commonwealth, which reflects the Queen's focus on
a global audience. The word cloud also shows the use of words hope, good and happy, which
indicates the positive and unifying nature of Queen Elizabeth Il's speeches, demonstrates a
focus on uplifting values and highlights the desire for general prosperity and harmony in the
country. The findings allow us to trace changes in lexical preferences and rhetorical strategies,

particularly in the context of addresses to the nation during festive periods or in times of
hardship and sadness. Most importantly, with the increased use of words related to unity and
community, the study also found an evolution in the Queen's rhetoric towards a more inclusive
approach aimed at bringing together different social groups, focusing on uniting not only UK
citizens but also the Commonwealth. In addition, an increased focus on personal happiness,

well-being, spirituality and family values was identified, which underscores the monarch's
desire to create an emotional connection with her audience. The collocation analysis tool
helped to reveal that concepts of world and family often coexist in the context of Christmas
addresses, emphasising universal values in Queen Elizabeth's speeches. In addition, a

comparative analysis of the Queen's speeches with those of other political and public figures
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seems to be appropriate, which will help to better understand the specifics of the monarchy's
rhetoric in comparison with other forms of political communication.

Keywords: corpus analysis, lexical changes, corpus of texts, Christmas speeches, corpus
linguistics, Queen Elizabeth I1.

Cmamms npuceauena 00CHi0NCeHHIO JleKCUKU Y piz0ssaHux npomosax Koponesu €nuzasemu 11
Memooamu KOPnyCHO20 aHani3y, AKUL BUKOHYEMbCA 3a60aKu npozpami Voyant Tools, saxa
VMONCIUBTIOE OaA2amopigHese OO0CNIONCEHHST MeKCMY, GKIIoUaryu makxi IHCMpyMeHmu, K
aHaniz yacmomuocmi Clie, KOJNOKayil, a MakoxiCc CMBOPEHHs Xmap Ccaie ma ix mpeHois,
00CNIONCEHHS BUABTIAE €BONIOYII0 PUMOPUKU MOHAPXUHi. Memor oanoi pobomu € ueuenns
JIeKCUYHUX 0CODUBOCIEL MA YACMOMU BHCUBAHHA NEGHUX CILi8 npomazom nepiody 3 1952 oo
2021 poky. Ilposedenuil ananiz 0eMoHCmMpYe, WO HAUOINbUL YACMO BHCUBAHUMU CLOBAMU Y
npomosax € christmas, people, year 1 commonwealth, wo 6idobpasxcac me w0 Koponesa
30cepeddcyemvcss  Ha - 2nobanvHiti  ayoumopii.  Takoxc 3a  0onomozow  xmapu  Clie
NPOCMENCYEMbC SUKOPUCMAHHA MAaKux cnie, sAK hope, good i happy, wo ceiouums npo
nozumuene ma 06'eonagye cnpamysanns npomos Koponesu €nuzasemu Il, demoncmpye ghoxyc
Ha NniOHeceHux YiHHOCMAX i NIOKPeCaoe NPpasHeHHs 00 3a2aibH020 NPOYBIMAHHA I 31A200U 8
Kpaini. Ompumani pesynromamu 00380JA10Mb GIOCMENCUMU 3MIHU Y TEKCUYHUX YNOOOOAHHAX
ma pumopuyHux cmpamezisx, 30Kpema y KOHmeKcmi 36epHeHb 00 Hayii nio 4ac césamikoeux
nepiodie abo 6 nepioou eadxckux uacie ma cmymky. Ocobnueo eaxciueum € me, wjo 3i
30LIbWEHHAM YACMOMU  GHCUBAHHS ClIB, WO CMOCYIOMbCA €0OHOCMI ma CHilbHOMU,
00CNIOJCEHHS MAaKodC 8usAsul0 egonoyito pumopuku Koponesu y Hanpamky Oinvu
IHKIF03UBHO20 NIOX00Y, CNPAMOBAHO20 HA 00 E€OHAHHSA DI3HUX COYIANIbHUX 2PYN, (OKYCYIOYUCD
Ha 00 ’€OHanHi He auwe epomaoan Cnonyuenozo Koponiscmea, ane i kpain Cnisopyscrnocmi.
Kpim moeo, eussneno 36inbuienns ysazcu 00 NUMAHbL 0COOUCMO20 wacms, 006podymy,
O0VYX08HOCMI Ma CIMeUHUX yiHHocmell, wo NIOKPeclioe€ NpAcHeHHs MOHAPXUHI CMEOpro8amu
eMOYIUHULL 38 SI30K 31 CB0€I0 ayoumopiero. Incmpymenm ananisy KOIOKayiu 0Onomie 8Useumu,
wo maxi nouamms, sax, world ma family wacmo cnigicuyrome y KoHmexkcmi pi308sHUX 36EPHEHb,
NIOKpecuoyU 3a2aibHoN00CcbKi yinnocmi y eucmynax Koponeeu €nuzasemu. Ilooanvudi
nepcnekmusuU 00CIIONCEH S BKII0UAIOMb NOPIGHAHHA Pi306saHUX npomos Koponesu 3 inwumu ii
oiyiunumu eucmynamu. Kpim moeo, 0oyinbHuM 6uOAEMbCs NOPIBHANbHUL AHANI3 NPOMOS
Koponesu 3 eucmynamu inwiux nonimuyHux ma 2pomMaocokux 0ia4ie, w0 00nomoxce Kpauje
3po3ymMimu cneyugixy pumopuxu MOHAPXii 8 NOPIGHAHHI 3 THWUMU Gopmamu NOTTMUYHOT
KOMYHIKaYi.

Knrowuosi cnoea: xopnycuuii amanis, J1eKCUYHi 3MIHU, KOPNYC MEKCMIB, PI308iHI NPOMOSU,

Kopnycua ninesicmuxa, Koponesa €nuzasema I1.
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Introduction. Corpus linguistics developed in the 60s and 80s of the twentieth
century, at a time of rapid technological progress when ‘technical communications’ began to
completely change human existence and research in the Humanities (Zyngier et al. 2008; Chesnokova
2016; van Peer and Chesnokova 2017). Therefore, its emergence revolutionized linguistic research.
Corpus linguistics uses text corpora, which are standardized, unified and structured textual arrays
used only for specific linguistic tasks. The first largest corpus was the BC (Brown Corpus), created
at a private university in the United States (Brown University), which contained about 500 text
fragments of several thousand words each, and, at the time, it was a quite significant breakthrough in
computational linguistics and the ability to record language. Today, the existence of corpora makes
life easier for linguists, but it should be clearly understood that this is not purely machine work, and
in any case, no work can be done perfectly without human consciousness, which is a critically
important tool. Corpus analysis makes human work much faster and easier, since the work is done by
a computer; yet without human intervention and analysis, the work will still be flawed. After all, in
corpora analysis, as in any other process, errors, inaccuracies and many other additional problems
can occur.

Such an analysis allows not only to improve and further explore the
conclusions of already conducted studies, but also to look at and define many seemingly traditional
linguistic concepts and terms in a new way. It is also important that a corpus analysis will allow us to
show the changes in the Christmas speeches of Queen Elizabeth II from 1952 to 2021, analysing 69
Christmas greetings (46,806 words in total). It is possible to see how social narratives, emotions,
rhetoric, and vocabulary changed in the speeches from the very beginning of the monarch's reign in
1952 to the last speech in 2021 (van Peer and Chesnokova 2019). It is important to note that no such
systematic corpus analysis has been conducted before.

Analysis of the latest research and publications. Latest research in corpus
Linguistics is marked by the constant development of methods and tools as well as the development
of software for analysing large volumes of texts, allowing for a deeper investigation of various aspects
of language, such as lexical change, sociolinguistic variation and semantic trends. One of the newest
developments for corpus linguistics is diachronic analysis, which allows tracking language changes
over a long period. Corpus of Historical American English (COHA) was created by Mark Davis.
COHA allows researchers to analyze not only changes in the use of words, but also changes in
grammatical structures and rhetorical styles based on large text arrays, including works of art,
newspaper articles and scientific publications. Contemporary research in this area also focuses on the

analysis of linguistic variation related to social factors such as gender, class, ethnicity and
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geographical origin. Thus Penelope Eckert, studied how speech varies across social groups and how
these changes reflect social hierarchies, using large corpora of spoken language such as the Corpus
of Contemporary American English (COCA).

Purpose. In this paper we aim at a corpus analysis of lexical changes in
Elizabeth II's Christmas greetings from 1952 to 2021.

Summary tool. This is a general corpus analysis tool that provides a brief
summary of the full text corpus by distinguishing between the number of all words and unique word
combinations. It also shows the vocabulary density, readability index and average number of words

per sentence.

This corpus has 1 document with 46,806 total words and 4,673 unique word forms. Created now
Vocabulary Density: 0.100
Readability Index: 9.282

Average Words Per Sentence: 23.5

Most frequent words in the corpus:
e christmas (325); people (227); year (218); world (212); commonwealth (181)

Figure 1. Summary

The dataset encompassed a single document containing a total of 69 Christmas greetings. The entire
corpus contained 46,806 words, with 4,673 unique word forms. The Vocabulary Density of the corpus
was calculated to be 0.100. The Readability Index, a measure of the text's complexity, was determined
to be 9.282.

On average, each sentence in the corpus consisted of 23.5 words.

Word cloud. The visual cloud collected all the most used vocabulary in the corpus in that it allowed
us to identify certain patterns of word usage and also provided a way to see the most frequently used
terms. The word cloud presented in Figure 2 below shows that the word christmas is the most
frequently used lexeme, thus echoing the Christmas theme of the speeches. The cloud also includes
words people, year, day, which imply the Queen's attention on society and social problems. Also,
words happy, peace and good demonstrate the focus on the positive and uplifting values and
underscores a strong desire for the overall prosperity and harmony of the country. This highlights the
strategic use of vocabulary to maintain stability and optimism among the audience. The Queen seems
to be interested in making sure that everything goes well in the future, and this is rather typical of

every speech.
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Figure 2. Frequency analysis: “Cirrus” function

Collocation links. The collocation tool helps us to identify words that occur frequently and makes it
easier to understand the changes that have taken place over the years. Analysing collocation, we can
clearly see the relationship of the word christmas with other words: millions, world, commonwealth,
lives and others. This indicates the focus of the Christmas greetings on the global audience of listeners.
By emphasising universal values and highlighting the importance of interpersonal connections, which
demonstrates the Queen's desire to go beyond national issues to address fundamental themes that are
understandable to a global audience. The themes of unity, family peace, faith in the future, God's
blessing, etc. can be traced. Moreover, the prominence of words hope, future, and peace suggests a
deliberate emphasis on optimism and collective resilience, highlighting the Queen's effort to connect

with and inspire a diverse audience across the Commonwealth.
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Figure 3. Links with a word “Christmas”
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Collocations.

This analysis shows the lexical connections around the word christmas and allows us to understand
the main emphases that the Queen made in her holiday addresses. The most common collocations
with the word christmas are year (45 occurrences), time (36 occurrences), day (31 occurrences),
message (27 occurrences), new (15 occurrences), family (15 occurrences), wish (14 occurrences),
story (14 occurrences). This indicates that the speeches often summarise the events of the year or look
to the future, or that the Queen emphasises the special period of Christmas as a time for reflection,
unity and celebration and allows us to understand the main emphases that the Queen placed in her

holiday messages.

Term Collocate Count (context)
christmas year 45
christmas time 36
christmas day 31
christmas message 27
christmas new 15
christmas family 15
christmas wish 14
christmas story 14

Figure. 4. Collocations with the word “Christmas”

Word frequency. This analysis shows the most frequent words which were used in Queen Elizabeth
II's speeches from 1952 to 2021. The analysis revealed that the most frequent lexemes are christmas
(325 occurrences), people (227 occurrences), year (218 occurrences), world (212 occurrences),
commonwealth (181 occurrences), time (138 occurrences) and family (1250ccurrences). They are
followed by words: great, new, years, life, hope, happy, day, good, children and future. Also, there
are some words highlighted green: great, happy, good, which means that software identified them as
those with positive collocation. These words are intended to resonate emotionally with the audience,

fostering a sense of hope and communal prosperity.
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Figure. 5. “Terms” functionality

Trends.

The trends presented a line graph of the relative frequencies across the corpus. Each term in the graph
is coloured according to the word it represents, and at the top of the graph a legend displays which
words are associated with which colours. For example, the words year, world, people, commonwealth
and christmas reflect seasonal or cultural priorities that change in greetings over time. Such
fluctuations in frequency indicate dynamic shifts in the focus of the speeches, which are likely to

correspond to current events and social moods in a particular period.

@year @ world @ people @ commonwealth @ christmas

Figure. 6. "Trend" functionality
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Conclusions and further research prospects. Through corpus analysis of Queen Elizabeth II's
Christmas greetings, we have gained insights into the vocabulary and its use over the years and
identified important constructions that the monarch clearly adhered to. Since this analysis was based
on scripts from 1952 to 2021, we could notice the stable elements over the decades, as christmas,
people, commonwealth and family, that were used in every greeting. Furthermore, these findings
underscore the Queen's strategic use of language to foster a sense of continuity and stability within
the Commonwealth, especially during periods of uncertainty or change. By examining these speeches,
we can see how language serves as a tool for maintaining cultural unity and reinforcing shared values
among diverse audiences.

A research perspective involves the analysis not only of Queen Elizabeth II's Christmas
speeches, but also her other official speeches or interviews. It is also possible to compare the Queen's
speeches with those of other political figures. A further comparison of Christmas speeches with those
of political leaders would help to outline the unique characteristics of monarchical rhetoric that differ
from other forms of political communication. It would also be interesting to conduct an analysis,
comparing the speeches of Queen Elizabeth and another monarch, especially if we take the same time

periods, such as an economic crisis or war.
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