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YV cmammi npedocmasneno KopnycHe OO0CNIONCEHHS CMPYKMYPHUX MA (DYHKYIOHATLHUX
ocobnusocmeti abpegiamyp 6 aweniticokomy ouckypci Twitter/X sk nposigié  IHHOBAYIUHUX
mpancopmayiti. 'y Mo8i coyianbHux Mmedia. AKmyanbHicmb  OO0CHIONCEHHSA BUSHAYAEMbCA
HEOOXIOHICMIO CUCMEMAMUYHO20 BUBYEHHS MOBHUX I[HHOBAYIU V Yudpositl KOMYHIKayii, sKi
dopmyrome HO8I KOHGeHYIT epamomHOcmi ma 8i000pa}cams a0anmayiro MO8U 00 MexHON0SIUHUX
oomedxcenv naameopm. Ha ocnoei kopnycy 3 500 anenomogunux meimie, npoamanizoeaHux 3a
odonomoeoro Voyant Tools, docnioscyromscs mexanizmu hopmysanHs, 3aKOHOMIPHOCMI NOUUDEHHS
ma npazmamuyni Qyuxyii abpesiamyp y munosux 0Jis yiei niamgpopmu konmexkcmax. Memooonozis
00CNI0NCEHHA BKIIOYAE AHANI3 YACMOMHOCMI, PO3NOOILY Ma KOHMEKCMY, Wo 00380JAE€ GUABUMU
cucmemMamuyHi 3aKOHOMIPHOCMI Yy BUKOpUCMAaHHi abpegiamyp. DYHKYIOHANbHUL AHATI3 NOKA3YE, WO
abpesiamypu  BUKOHYIOMb MpPU OCHOBHI NpaecMamuyui QYHKYii: Mmapkepie enicmemiyHoi
MoOanvHoCmi, 3aco0i8 XeOHCY8aHHs, W0 NOMAKWLYIOMb KAMEe2OPUUHI  GUCTIOBII08AHHA, MaA
IHOUKAmMopia GHYMPIWHbLOSPYNOB0I 10enmuunocmi. Pe3ynomamu Oocniodcenns e6xasyroms Ha
cucmemMamuyHull xapakmep cKopouensb y ouckypci Twitter i niomeepoicyroms 2inomesy ujoo0o
dopmysanns cmabinbHUX KOHBEHYIL YUPPOBOI SpamMoOmHOCII, WO BU3HAUAIOMbCA 83AEMOOIEID MIXNC
MEXHONOIYHUMU OOMENCEHHAMU NAAMBOPMU MA KOMYHIKAMUSBHUMU NOMPebaMu KOPUCmy8ais.
Hocniooicenusn cnpusic po3ymMiHHIO Npoyecié MOGHUX THHOBAYI Y KOMN'TOmMepHO-0nocepeoKo8aHitl
KOMYHIKayii ma O0emMOoHCmpYe epeKmusHicmsb KOPNYCHOI Memo0ooaocii Yy O00CHIONCeHHI 68Ul
yugposo2o OUcKypcy.

Knrouoei cnosa: ouckypc Twitter/X, ckopouenns, yugpoea KOMYHIKayis, npazmamuymi
@dyukyii, mapxkepu OuUcKypcy, coyiaibHi meodia

This article presents a corpus study of the structural and functional features of abbreviations
in English Twitter/X discourse as manifestations of innovative transformations in social media
language. The relevance of the study is determined by the need for systematic study of linguistic
innovations in digital communication, which form new conventions of literacy and reflect the
adaptation of language to the technological limitations of platforms. Based on a corpus of 500
English-language tweets analyzed using VoyantTools, the mechanisms of formation, patterns of
distribution, and pragmatic functions of abbreviations in contexts typical for this platform are
investigated. The research methodology includes analysis of frequency, distribution, and context,
which allows us to identify systematic patterns in the use of abbreviations. Functional analysis shows
that abbreviations perform three main pragmatic functions: markers of epistemic modality, hedging
devices that soften categorical statements, and indicators of in-group identity. The results of the study
indicate the systematic nature of abbreviations in Twitter discourse and confirm the hypothesis of the
formation of stable conventions of digital literacy, which are determined by the interaction between
the technological limitations of the platform and the communicative needs of users. The study
contributes to the understanding of language innovation processes in computer-mediated
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communication and demonstrates the effectiveness of corpus methodology in the study of digital
discourse phenomena.

Keywords: Twitter/X discourse, abbreviations, digital communication, pragmatic functions,
discourse markers, social media.

Introduction. The digitisation of the communicative environment has led to the emergence
of new forms of speech interaction, characterised by specific linguistic practices determined by the
technological capabilities and limitations of social networks. Twitter (now renamed X), as one of the
most influential microblogging platforms, demonstrates intense processes of linguistic innovation,
among which abbreviation occupies a prominent place. Unlike traditional written genres, where
abbreviations are used primarily to save space in technical or reference texts, in Twitter discourse,
abbreviations take on complex pragmatic and sociolinguistic functions.

Despite the growing interest in studying the language of social networks, systematic analysis
of abbreviations in Twitter discourse remains underdeveloped. Most existing studies focus on
descriptive cataloguing of forms without detailed analysis of their distribution, functional variability,
and role in structuring discourse. This necessitates the use of corpus methodologies that allow
statistically significant patterns to be identified in a representative data set.

Formulation of the problem.The study of abbreviations in Twitter discourse is relevant for
several reasons. First, traditional approaches to studying abbreviations, which focus primarily on
orthographic and morphological aspects, are insufficient for analysing dynamic platform-specific
practices where abbreviations perform complex pragmatic and sociolinguistic functions. Second,
previous studies have been limited mainly to descriptive cataloguing of forms without systematic
analysis of their distribution, functional variability, and diachronic dynamics. Thirdly, the
methodological challenge lies in the need to process large amounts of data to identify statistically
significant patterns, which requires the use of computer analysis tools.

The central research question is formulated as follows: what systemic linguistic mechanisms
determine the formation, spread and functioning of abbreviations in English-language Twitter
discourse? The operationalisation of this question involves considering three interrelated aspects: (1)
the structural typology of abbreviations, (2) their pragmatic functions in different communicative
contexts, and (3) the sociolinguistic parameters of variability.

Analysis of recent studies and publications. The theoretical basis of the study consists of
works on digital linguistics, corpus linguistics, and discourse analysis. D. Crystal (2011) made a
fundamental contribution to understanding the specifics of ‘Internet language’ by defining digital
discourse as a separate variety that combines features of spoken and written language. According to
D. Crystal, Internet communication ‘is neither recorded speech nor spoken writing, but a new form
of speech with its own characteristics’ (Crystal, 2011). Research specifically on Twitter discourse is
presented in the works of M. Zappavigna (2012, 2021), who applied a systemic-functional approach
to the analysis of microblogging. M. Zappavigna (2012) argues that Twitter is characterised by
‘ambient affiliation’, 1.e., a form of social kinship realised through shared evaluative positions marked
by hashtags and other semiotic resources. However, the issue of abbreviations remains peripheral in
these studies. The issue of abbreviations in digital communication has been examined in the context
of studying the characteristics of text message language. S. A. Tagliamonte & D. Denis (2008)
analysed a corpus of instant messages sent by teenagers and found that, contrary to stereotypes, the
language of online communication is not linguistically impoverished, and that abbreviations are used
selectively and perform sociolinguistic functions. In the field of corpus linguistics, the works of D.
Biber & S. Conrad (2019) are relevant, who developed a methodology for multidimensional register
analysis based on statistical study of linguistic features. This study aims to fill this gap by applying
corpus methodologies to the systematic study of Twitter abbreviations.

The article aims to identify and systematically describe the pragmatic functions of
abbreviations in English-language Twitter/X discourse based on a corpus analysis of 500 tweets.

To achieve this goal, the following tasks have been set:
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1) to identify the main types of abbreviations used in Twitter/X discourse and determine their
frequency using the Voyant Tools tool;

2) to conduct a functional analysis of the identified abbreviations to determine their pragmatic
functions in the contexts of digital communication;

3) to identify systematic patterns of abbreviation use as markers of epistemic modality, means
of hedging, and indicators of in-group identity;

The provided analysis is focused on abbreviations in English-language Twitter/X discourse
as a linguistic phenomenon of digital communication.

Research results. An analysis of a corpus of 500 English-language tweets using VoyantTools
revealed systematic patterns in the use of abbreviations, characterized by predictable structural types,
distribution patterns, and pragmatic functions. The corpus contains 7,353 word occurrences and 1,933
unique word forms, providing a sufficient basis for identifying frequency and contextual patterns in
digital discourse. The basic indicators of the corpus demonstrate the specific characteristics of Twitter
discourse. Vocabulary density is 0.263, which indicates a relatively high level of lexical diversity,
despite the limited volume of individual tweets. The readability index is 5.853, confirming the
accessibility of the content to a wide audience. The average sentence length of 31.2 words exceeds
that typical for informal written speech, which can be explained by the combination of several
thoughts within a single tweet due to platform limitations.

The corpus was analyzed by extracting all identified abbreviations, classifying them by
structural types and functional categories, and studying their positional distribution within tweets.
Each tweet was analyzed for the presence of abbreviations, their number, position in the statement,
and pragmatic context of use.

This corpus has 1 document with 7,353 total words and 1,933 unique word forms. Created now.
Vocabulary Density: 0.263
Readability Index: 5.853

Average Words Per Sentence: 31.2

Figure 1.1 Summary tool.

Quantitative analysis of the corpus demonstrated the high prevalence of abbreviations in
Twitter discourse. The vast majority of tweets contained at least one abbreviation, confirming the
central role of these forms in the platform's digital communication.

watching

iykwim
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Figure 1.2 Summary tool.

Frequency analysis revealed fifteen different types of abbreviations, demonstrating an uneven
distribution of usage. The most common forms were fbx (thanks), ngl (not gonna lie), idk (I don't
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know), lol (laughing out loud), and btw (by the way). These five abbreviations account for about half
of all recorded instances, indicating their central role in shaping Twitter's discursive practices.

The abbreviations smh (shaking my head), BRB (be right back), and THX (thanks) showed
average frequency, appearing regularly in the corpus but with lower intensity compared to the most

common forms.

@thx @®ngl | @lol @®just @idk
0.006- o« -

0.0054

g
.f)

Z0.002 f [ \

\

Relative Frequencies
o
3
ﬁo

0.001{ & ® | \

onl Rl oy g B
5 6 7 8

1 2 3 4 9 10
Document Segments (i just wanna say that i love mads fandom, it's ...)

Figure 2.1 Frequency analysis.

Less frequent were community-specific abbreviations such as /YKYK (if you know you
know), IYKWIM (if you know what I mean), B4N (bye for now), and NVM (never mind). Despite
their lower frequency of use, these forms play an important role in constructing intra-group identity
and demonstrating familiarity with platform conventions.

The frequency distribution shows a pattern characteristic of natural language: a small number
of high-frequency forms coexist with a larger number of less frequently used variants. This pattern
confirms the systematic, rather than random, nature of abbreviation use in Twitter discourse.

The functional classification was based on studying the contexts in which each abbreviation
is used and identifying recurring communicative goals that are realized through these forms.

Markers of epistemic modality. It should be noted that abbreviations function as markers of
epistemic modality, indicating the speaker's subjective assessment of the truthfulness and sincerity of
their own statement. These forms do not add new propositional information to the statement, but
rather modify the epistemic frame in which the message's content is interpreted.

A contextual analysis of tbh revealed that this abbreviation systematically accompanies the
expression of personal opinions, assessments, and subjective judgments: “Life without academic
stress will be boring tbh” (Twitter, 2025). The function of tbh is not so much to confirm the literal
honesty of the statement as to mark it as a sincere personal opinion that may contradict the audience's
generally accepted views or expectations.

Ngl demonstrates a similar but slightly different function. This abbreviation appears more
often in contexts of acknowledging facts or emotional states that the author perceives as potentially
uncomfortable or unexpected: “The state of the world got me a little depressed ngl” (Twitter, 2023).
The function of ngl is to mark a statement as a sincere admission that the author is making despite
some internal resistance or social conventions. Both abbreviations are systematically used to construct
authenticity in digital discourse. In the context of social media, where users often present curated,
idealized versions of their lives and opinions, thh and ngl/ function as linguistic markers of the “real”
self, signaling a temporary removal of social filters.

Hedging and softening categorical statements. The second group of abbreviations performs
hedging functions — linguistically softening categorical statements and reducing the author's
responsibility for the accuracy or universality of the statement. This category includes idk, lol, and
smh.

1dk softens the categorical nature of statements: “Idk why people hate Geminis so much, we're
literally the best” (Twitter, 2025). Idk functions as a rhetorical device to express surprise or
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misunderstanding about a particular state of affairs: “idk how i didn't realize fathers day is this
weekend............ wow”(Twitter, 2024). The form signals not a lack of knowledge as such, but
cognitive disorientation or the unexpectedness of the situation for the author.

Lol demonstrates a significant functional evolution from its original literal meaning (laughing
out loud) to an abstract marker of informality and a reduction in the seriousness of a statement.
Analysis of the contexts in which it is used shows that in the vast majority of cases, lo/ does not
indicate actual laughter or even a humorous perception of the situation. Instead, /o/ functions as a
universal means of softening the tone of a message: “Twitter is so boring now lol”’(Twitter, 2024).
In such contexts, the abbreviation signals a relaxed, detached attitude toward the content of the
statement, reducing its emotional weight and potential for confrontation.

Metadiscursive markers and identity indicators. The third functional category includes
abbreviations that regulate discourse structure or construct intragroup identity. This group includes
btw, BRB, IYKYK, and I[YKWIM.

IYKYK and IYKWIM stand out among other abbreviations for their specific function of
constructing intra-group identity. These forms appeal to a shared cultural code between the author
and a certain part of the audience, creating a sense of exclusive community.

IYKYK accompanies references to specific cultural phenomena, historical events, or shared
experiences that need no explanation for “those in the know”: “This weather reminds me of the
Grambling game in 1980. IYKYK "(Twitter,2024). The function of the abbreviation is not to convey
information, but to construct a social boundary between those who understand the context and those
who do not.

IYKWIM performs a similar function, but with a greater emphasis on implicit meaning: “/
love when people are a bit dumb but hate when they are stupid iykwim’(Twitter, 2024). The
abbreviation signals that the statement contains additional, indirect meaning that should be obvious
to those who share a certain perspective or experience with the author.

Both forms function as markers of commonality and mutual understanding, simultaneously
including part of the audience (those who understand) and excluding another part (those who do not
understand). This creates a sense of intimacy and in-group solidarity, which is an important aspect of
social interaction on Twitter.

Conclusions and prospects for further research. This study employed a corpus-based
methodology, analysing a data-set comprising 500 English-language tweets using Voyant Tools. The
findings demonstrate that abbreviations in Twitter/X discourse are a systematic linguistic
phenomenon characterized by predictable pragmatic functions and patterns of use. A subsequent
functional analysis revealed three main categories of abbreviation use which reflect key aspects of
digital communication on this platform.

It is shown that the theoretical significance of these findings extends to several areas of
linguistic research. For theories of language change, Twitter abbreviations are an example of rapid
pragmatization processes in computer-mediated communication, where technological constraints
interact with communicative needs, generating stable innovations in extremely short periods of time.
The transformation of forms from literal abbreviations to discursive markers with specific pragmatic
functions illustrates the mechanisms of grammaticalization and pragmatization in real time.

It follows that Twitter abbreviations constitute a structured subsystem of digital English,
characterized by systematic pragmatic functions and functional specialization. The analyzed forms
do not indicate a decline in language or communication skills, but rather demonstrate the language's
ability to adapt to new communication conditions, creating effective means for performing repetitive
pragmatic functions within the constraints of a specific platform.

Consequently abbreviations function as multifunctional tools that allow users to construct
authenticity, regulate interpersonal relationships, mark epistemic position, soften the categorical
nature of statements, and signal intragroup membership. Understanding these functions and patterns
of their use contributes to a broader awareness of the evolution of language in the digital context and
the emergence of new literacy practices in computer-mediated communication that deserve serious
linguistic research.
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